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PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES 

OF PHILADELPHIA. 

January Wth, 1848. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

A letter was read from Dr. S. P. Hildreth, of Marietta, Ohio, dated 
December 24th, 1847, relating to a peculiar variety of the Glow- 
worm. 

A letter from Dr. Joel Y. Shelley, dated Hereford, Berks county, 
Pennsylvania, in reference to some valuable fossil remains from that 
vicinity, was read and referred to the Geological and Mineralogical 
Committee. 

A communication was read from the Secretary of the Geological 
Society of London, dated Somerset House, 4th of November, 1847, 
acknowledging the receipt of recent numbers of the Proceedings. 

Dr. Morton read a letter addressed to him by Dr. R. W. Gibbes, 
dated Columbia, S. C, December 25th, 1817, in relation to the Baail- 
osaurus, and announcing a new fossil genus Saurocetus. 

A letter was read from Dr. William M. Carpenter, of New Orleans, 
dated December 11th, 1847, enclosing a communication addressed to 
the Academy, by Dr. E. Pilate, of Opelousas, S. C, dated October 29th, 
1847, and proposing exchanges of books or objects of Natural History. 
Eeferred to the Curators. 

Dr, Leidy remarked, that the existence of the eye in the perfect 
condition of the Cirrhopoda, has been denied by all anatomists up to 
the present time, but its presence in the larva or imperfect stages is 
very generally acknowledged. Several years since, having received 
some living specimens of Balanus rugosus adhering to an oyster, he sub- 
mitted them to dissection, in the course of which he noticed upon the 
dark purple membrane which lines the shell and muscular columns 
running to the opercula, on each side of the anterior middle line, a 
small, round black body, surrounded by a colorless ring or space of 
the membrane, which, upon submitting to a low power of the micro- 
scope, he found to be an eye, composed of a vitreous body, having 
nearly two-thirds of its posterior part covered by pigmentum nigrum, 
and attached to a nervous filament, which he afterwards traced to the 
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supra-OBSophageal ganglia. The presence of this organ in other species 
or genera he had not yet had an opportunity of determining. (See 
Plate, Fig. 4.) 

Dr. Pickering mentioned in confirmation of the Balani possessing 
the faculty of vision, that in their native situations, he had frequently 
observed them suddenly retract their cirrhi, and close the opercula, 
when the hand was passed over and above them. 



January 18<A,1848. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

Mr. Peter A. Browne tead a paper, entitled "Eeagons for believing 
that animal torpidity is influenced by the annihilation, or interruption, 
of electrical currents ;" which was referred to Dr. Bridges, Professor 
Johnson, and Dr. Pickering. 

A letter was read from Henry Denny, Esq., dated Philosophical 
Hall, Leeds, December 7th, 1847, addressed to the Secretary of the 
Academy, presenting several numbers of the Proceedings of the Geo- 
1 ogical and Polytechnic Society of the "West Riding of Yorkshire. 

On motion of Mr. Townsend, the Corresponding Secretary was 
directed to present the thanks of the Society to Mens. A. Bovy, the 
artist of a beautiful medallion of Baron Cuvier, presented by him 
this evening through Mr. A. Vattemare. 

On motion of Dr. Leidy, the Corresponding Secretary was instructed 
to inform Mr. Vattemare, that the Academy was prepared to com- 
mence a system of exchanges of objects of Natural History, with the 
Museums of Europe, as soon as lists of the especial wants of the latter 
were made out and furnished to the Society. 

January 2bth, 1848. 
Vice-President Morton in the Chair. 
On notion of Professor Johnson, it was Resolved, That a new and 
revisfd edition of the " Notice of the Academy," be prepared under the 
supeiir.tendence of the author, in such manner as to give a condensed 
view :f the present state, as well as past history of the Institution, and 
thatfive hundred copies be printed for the use of the Academy. 

On motion of Dr. Bridges, Resolved, That Peter A. Browne, Esq., 
be requested to present to the Library of the Academy, a copy of his 
paper, entitled "Eeasons for believing that animal torpidity is in- 
fluenced by the interruption or annihilation of electrical currents." 

The following Committees were elected for the ensuing twelve 
months : 

Geological and Mineralogical. 

J. Price Wetherill, T. A. Conrad, 

Samuel George Morton, William S. Vaux, 

Thomas E. Wilson, Samuel Ashmead, 

John Lambert. 



